When Nursing Assertion Stops: A Qualitative Study to Examine the Cultural Barriers Involved in Escalation of Care in a Pediatric Hospital.
Pediatric codes outside the ICU are associated with increased morbidity and mortality. This qualitative research highlights results from confidential interviews with 10 pediatric nurses with experience of caring for children who required rapid response, code response, or transfer to intensive care. Detailed examination of nurses' experiences revealed local factors that facilitate and inhibit timely transfer of critical patients. Nurses identified themes including the impact of nurse assertiveness, providers' lack of understanding of nursing, team communication, and other hospital cultural barriers.